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Tbe Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, becaufe he bath anointed mt--~ 
to proclaim Liberty to the Captives, aud the opening of the Prifon 


oe 


to them who are bound. Isaraw Ixi. 1. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


< ‘HOUGH the author of the following difcourfe might 
avail bimfelf of the common apology for publifbing 
Sermons, viz. The importunity of friends, yet be 
foould have been averfeto this publication had it not been 
that the fubject and occafion gave bim opportunity to caft 
in bis mite for the relief of the oppreffed and injured Afri 
cans, whofe caufe be thought himfelf bound to plead, 
bear his teftimony againft the cruel and barbarou: Je 
Trade. He is fenfible the arguments on that fubjett might 
be treated, more at large, and to better advantage ; be de- 
Signed to treat the fubjet only in a moral and religious 
view, and be could only bint a few thoughts on that branch 
of the argument, in a fhort difcourfe in which feveral other 
things were confidered. : zee 


The author pretends not to pronounce on the impropriety 
of the Slave Trade in a political view---this would be out 
of bis province : but be would fubmit to the gentlemen’ of 
the law, whether the admiffion of flavery in’ a government 
fo democratical as that of the colony of Connecticut, doth 

_ not tend to the fubverfion of its happy conftitution. Be this 
as it may, if the Slave Trade is contrary to the law of na- 
ture, which is the'law of God, it is more than time it- was 
_ effetiually probibited,and until that is done we, are account- 
_ able to God for all the fufferings which we bring upon the 
unbappy Negroes ; for whatever difficulties there may be in 
the way of freeing the flaves already among us (as there are 
confeffedly fome ) thefe cannot be reafonably advanced, againft 
probibiting’ the importation of more; Should it be a 
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jelied that preaching and printing againft the flave trada —», 
will tend to encourage fervants in difobedience to their maf-  — 
ters and fupport them in diforder and rebellion, the author 
need only reply, that though be is fully convinced that there 
és no more reafen or juftice in our enflaving the Africans 
than there would be in their enflaving us, yet be thinks the 
Negro flaves among us are bound by motives of duty and in~ 
tereft'to * be obedient to their own mafters,” dnd to << few 
“< all good fidelity” in their fervice,'agreeable to apoftolic di- 
rection, and as the moft probable methed to make their yoke 
> ealy, and pave the way for obtaining their freedom, or, if 
not their own, that of their pofterity. els oh 


Hewould be forry to be, even the innocent, occafion of 
diferders in families, but foould this be the cafe it is no fuf- 
ficient objeétion againft afferting the truth on this fubjet? : 
there is, perhaps, fcarce any dottrine of chriftianity but what 
hath been made the occafion of fin, through the perverfene/s 
of wicked men efpecially ‘hath this been true of | the doc- 
trines of grace---Muft the, dofirines of grace therefore not 
he preached? poets oe 


In fine, it is ardently. wifoed that the divine bleffing may 
attend the addrefs to the flaves of fin and fatan---that they 
may efcape from their bondage, and be madepartakers of the 

glorious liberty of tke fons of Gad. cag 8 Ss 
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_ Liberty diferibed and recominended. 
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‘IL PETER ii, 19. 


W bile they pro rife them Liberty, they 


.- themfelves are the Servants. of corrup- 
tion; for of whom a man is overcome, oj 
the fame is be brought into Bondage. 


PRPS MORE O affert and maintain'the caufe of 
POG Liberty; is far ‘from being pe- 
raked @fo Culiar to the Britith colonies in 
Ss T BO North-America, at. the prefent 
a day; our venerable  Anceftors 
Soe ee fought and found it in this. weft- 


ern world, and at no {mall ex- 


co) 


a pentfe of their treafure and blood, purchafed it for, 


and conveyed it down to us, The moft diftinguith- 


ed and worthy charaéters in Great-Britain have ba > 
tronized, {poke and written, and fome of. themeven . — 
died, in defence of the facred rights of Liberty! 

Thole “™ 
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Thofe antient, renowned States of Greece andRome, 
in their moft flourifhing condition, received their 
greateft lufture from a fet of pubilc fpirited, patriotic 
men, whofe hearts glowed with the love of liberty, 


- who were her defenders and fupporters, and whofe 


names and writings are venerable to diftant ages 
and_nations of men, even long after thofe oncemighty 
empires are gone to decay, and pee! through 
neglecting to follow the maxims of thofe wife men, 


_thofe patrons of liberty, who pointed out the path 


to lafting empire and glory. 


InprEp, the facred caufe of liberty ever hath 
been, and ever will be venerable in every part of the 
world where knowledge and learning flourifh, and 
men are fuffered to think and fpeak for themfelves. 
Yea, it muft be added, that Heaven hath appeared 
in the caufe of liberty, and-that in the moft open 
and decifive manner: For this, the Son of God was 


- manifeft in the flefh, that he might deftroy the ty- 


ranny of finand fatan, affert and maintain the equal 
government of his Father, redeem the. guilty flaves 


from their more than Egyptian bondage, and caufe 


the opprefied to go free... 


_ ‘Tue whole plan of ‘Redemption, which is by far 
the gfeateft and moft noble’ of all the works of God 
made known to us, ‘to-which they all tend, and in 
which they centre, is comprifed in procuring, 


preaching and beftowing liberty to the captives, — 
-and the opening of the prifon to the bound: And — 
the gofpel of our falvatiom is principally taken up in 


defcribing that glorious liberty which is purchafed 
for finners by the Son of God----- the bondage from 
which he redeems us-----the ranfom which he paid 


for: 


a 
Loo as 
for out tedemptiori-----the way to obtain and enjoy 


this Liberty, and in ftating and urging the moft co- 
gent and endearing arguments, and miotives, to per- 
fuade us to come out of our bondage, and accept 
of the Liberty wherewith Chrift maketh his people 
free. It is on this account denominated Go/pel, or 
Good News; and is to the finner, like the jubilee 
trumpet to the enflaved Ifraelite. 


Bur it muft be remembered; that in proportion 
as Liberty is excellent, and to be defired on the one 
hand, fo flavery or bondage is terrible and to be a= 
voided on the other. Thefe are juftly efteemed the 
two extremes of happitiefs and mifery: in Socie- 
ty. It will not therefore be thought foreien to 
our fubjeCt, or an unfuitable attempt upon the 
prefent occafion; to enquire into the various fig: 
nifications of thefe two oppofite terms, as the 
are ufed in the feveral kinds of  fociety wi 
which we are concerned, efpecially as they are intro- 
duced in our text as oppofed to each other, and it is 
intimated, that the moft ford affertors ‘of liberty, 
may after all, be therfelves in a ftate of the moft 
abject flavery and botdage. 


LIBERTY miay be defined it general, a power ef 
aétion, ox a certain fuitablenefs or prep aredniefs for 
exertion, and a freedom from force, or hindrance from 
any external caufe; Liderty when predicated of man 
,as'a moral agent, and accountable creature, is that 
{uirablenefs or preparednefs to be the fabjeét of voli- 
tions, or exercifes of will, with reference to moral 
objetts; by the influence of motives, which we “find” 
belongeth to all men of common capacity, and who 
are come to the years of underftanding, i 
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_. Tuts Liberty is oppofed to that want of capacity, 
by which there is a total ignorance of all moral ws 
jects, and fo, a natural incapacity of chufing with 
regard to them. gain, the term Liberty is. fre- 
quently ufed to denote a power of doing as we pleafe, 
or of executing our acts of choice; this refers prin- 
cipally to external action, or bodily motion; and is 
opRene to force or oppofition:--- thus the prifoner 
who is bound in fetters, and fecured with bolts aad 
bars in a prifon, is not at liberty to go out, he is 
deprived of this kind of liberty, and is in bond- 
age. _ boxe 


_ Acain, Liberty may be confidered and defined 
with. reference to fociety :---- Mankind in a ftate of 
nature, or confidered as individuals, antecedent to 
the fuppofition of all focial connections, are not the 
fubjects of zbis freedom, but it is abfolutely neceffary, 
to the well being of fociety.) : 


- Human fociety is founded originally in compact, 
or mutual agreement. All the larger circles of fo- 
ciety originate from family connection of mutual 
compact between hufband and wife; and mutual 
compact neceffarily implieth certain rules and obli- 
gations-which. neither ‘of the parties may violate with 
impunity. 


In the early ages of the world, before vice and 
wickednefs had corrupted and deftroyed the original 
natural form of civil government, as a fine writer 0 
our own nation exprel eth its----‘* each patriarch fat 
king,* prieft and prophet of his growing ftate.” * 
But when the wickednefs of man was become ex- 
ceeding. 


“* Mr. Porg. 
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feng 
ceeding great, and every imagination of his heart 
evil, the earth was filled with violence: by the daring 
efforts of wicked men to fubvert the original ex- 
cellent form of fociety, and introduce defpotic rule 


where the lives and happinefs of many, even wholé 


kingdoms fhould depend on the’ will, and be fub- 
fervient to the pleafure of one may. * But as fociety 
evidently originates from mutual compact or agree- 
ment, fo it is equally evident, that the members who 
compofe it, unite in one common intereft; each in- 
dividual gives up all private intereft that is not con- 
fiftent with the general good, the intereft of the whole 
body: And, confidered asa member of fociety, he 
hath no other intereft but that of the whole body, 
of which he is a. member; The ‘cafe is fimilar to 
that of a trading company, poffefled of a common 
ftock, into hich every onehath given his proportion; 
the intereft of this common ftock is now the ptoperty 
of the whole body, and each individual is benefited ‘in 
proportion to the good of the whole, and is a good 
or bad member in. proportion as he wniteth ‘to, of 
counteraéteth the intereft ‘of the ‘body, “And thus 


it is in the prefent cafe: civil fociety is formed for | 


the good of the whole body of which it is compofed. 
Hence the welfare and profperity of the fociety is the 
common good, and every individual is to feek and find 
his happinefs in the welfare of the whole, and wen 
thing to be tranfaéted jn fociety, is to be repulate 
by this ftandard.----In particular, all the laws and 
rules formed in fuch fociety muft tend to promote 
the general welfare; this is the teft by which they 
mult be tried, and by which they muft ftand or fall, 
all regulations in the body, and all rewards and pu- 
ie: ! aa _nifhments 


* Genefis Vi. 4, 5, and xX. 8, 9. 
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nifhments to individuals, muft be determined agree- 
able to this.----Thofe who feek and promote the 
public intereft, are to be.efteemed and rewarded ; 
and thofe who counteract and oppofe it; muft be pu- 
nifhed in proportion to the injury aimed or com- 
mitted againft the public welfare. fees re wre 


We may add, that as the good of the public is 
the end and defign of all good, laws and- rules, efta- 
blifhed in a well regulated fociety, fo ‘they: muff be 
enacted by the public, 7. ¢. by the wifeit and beft 
men in the fociety, appointed by the body for. this 
purpofe.-----Men .who heft underftand the public 
good, and haye acommon intereft with the body, 
and who. are ‘above the narrow purfuits -of- pri- 
vate intereft,-----If Laws and rules in {fociety. are 
eftablifhed by any man, or body of men, wha 
have. not, a common intereft. with the whole: bo; 
dy: of the members, but the contrary, it is -evi- 

dent at. firft view, they will be’ expofed to. agt in 
oppofition.-to ‘the general gadd..---None therefore 
but the reprefentatives of the whole body, in whom 
as far as poffible, the-intereft.of all ranks is contain- 
ed, are.proper to make Jaws for the regulation of 
fociety. :. For the fame reafon, thofe who'are to ex- 
ecute the laws, fhould-be appointed in fuch a _man- 
ner, and by -fuch authority,. as in the beft poffible 
"way fecures their attachment. tothe general good: 
And, the members of civil cominunity who are dif- 
obedient to fich Jaws and oppofe. the adminiftration 
of fuch authority agreeable to them, deferve punifh- 
ment according to the degree of their oppofition, 
and their opportunity to promote, or counteract the 
eneral good: The crirhe of every private-mem- 
in oppofing the intereft of fociety, is see 
‘ Sg ee re cae pe Nay 
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than that. of oppofition to the intereft ‘ofan’ indivi- 
dual, as much (other things being equal) as: the in 
tereft of the fociety is greater and of more worth 
than that of an individual, © 0 0 


- In this view of our fubje&,. we may form fome 
‘conception of the crime of a civil ruler, who facri- 
ficeth the public intereft committéd:to’ his: truft ‘by 
fociety, for the fake of his own private eain;----- 
who betrayeth that facred depofit, to-gtatity his nar- 
row, fordid thirft of wealth or honour :----We may: 


form fome conceptions’ of his crime?’ but we want 


words to paint the hotrors of it.----If @ private man 
is without excufe, and is juftly doomed to die as a 
traitor and rebel, when he’ deferts his country’s caufe, 
or bafely betrays it, though to fave © his life,’ what 
epithets of lafting infamy are black efiough to draw 
the picture of the inhuman’ paricide, who bafks in 
the glare of riches and grandeur, at ‘the expence of 
the public’ welfare: Yea, may Wwe not depend that 
heaven itfelt ‘will affert the ‘cauife ef liberty, defend 


on the guilty «head “of the: oppreffor, red: with wae 
common wrath, to blaft the man that owes his great: 
nefs to his country’s ruin?> se ee 


From this general view of fociety, we are led to 
obferve, that civil liberty doth not’ confift in a free 
dom from all law and government;----but in a free: 
dom from unjuft law and tyrannical government :=- 
In freedom, to aét tor the general good, without in- 
curring the difpleafure of the ruleror cenfure of -the 
law:--.--And civil flavery or bondage’ confifteth in 
being obliged:either by a bad fet’of laws, or bad and 
g#yrannical rulers, to aét in oppofition to the ge 
SORES. ak - 


the injured innocent, and difcharge its thunderbolts — 


“ 
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of the whole, or fuffer punifhment for our fteady at- 
tachment to the general good. 4 


Reviciovs LIBERTY is the opportunity of profef- 
fing and practifing tbat religion which is agreeable to 
our judgment and°confciences, without interfuption 
or punifhment from the civil magiftrate. And reli- 
gious bondage or flavery, is when we may not do 
this without incurring the penalty of laws, and being 
expoted to fuffer in our perfons or property.---- 


_ EccngstasticaL LiBerTY, isfuch a ftate of order 
and; regularity in chriftian fociety, as. gives every 
member opportunity to fill up his place in acting for 
the general.good of that great and holy fociety to 
which, the true church of Chrift belongs, and of 
which they are a part. And ecclefiaftical flavery, is 
fuach attate as fubjects fome branches of this fociety to 
the will of others, (not to the good of the whole glori- 
ous kingdom) and punifheth them. with the lols. of 
fonie,. or all-of the priviledges of ecclefiaftical foci- . 
ety, if they: difobey fuch tyrannical will, however 
they amay act for the good of the ‘whole, and fo, a: 
greeable tothe law of Chri. xe 
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boridage, -which deferve particular attention. in this 
placey, only as they are efpecially pointed to in our 


ee ee 
the liberty wherewith Chrift hath made us free. 2. 
Gof, iii. 17. Where thie fpirit of the Lord is, there 
is Hbertyz evil 


SpiRITUAL, LIBERTY then, is freedom. or tcadinefs 
and, engaged of foul in. the love.and.fervice of 
God and Chrift, and difcharge ef the various. branch- 
es of chriftian duty... leriuste Wuis 


SprriTUAL BONDAGE, takes place in the dominion 
of fin and fatan in the foul, or that ftate of allienta, 
tion ftom God and Chrift, to which all impenitent 
finners are fubject. ee 


Tuis brief view of the various fignifications of the 
terms Jiberty and flavery, might be ufefully improv- 
ed in many inferences and remarks, I will detain 
you only with thofe which follow. Weg. 

InreRence firft, » lvoe ae 

Ir civil liberty confifteth in acting: freely, and 
without conftraint, or fear of punifhment, for the 
public good, and tyranny and flavery are the reverfe 
of this,----it followeth, that every one who -aéts for 
the general good of fociety, is entitled to the’ appro- 
bation and affiftance of the body. Nohe can juftly 
fall under the frowns of fociety, but thofe who pre- 
fer fome private benefit tothe public welfare: had 
every fociety which fuffers, or evén connives at the 
practice, in any of its memibérs, of taking away the 
liberty or property of thofe-who have’ done nothing 
againit the public intereft, cohnives at injuftice, and 
is fo far guilty of tyranny and oppreffion. — de 4 
3 : iy Ses yest. Sab " “yg Or 
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of flavery the moft gloomy toa generous mind-----to 


- fociety originally was, and all free focieties ever ought 

to be fen. I mean that of a general union for the 
common good, by which every individual is fecure of 
public approbation fo long as he aéts for the public 
welfare. © 


Coutp it be thought then that fuch a palpablevio- 
lation of the law of nature, and of the fundamental 
principles of fociety, would be practifed by individuals 
& connived at, & tolerated by the public in Britifh A- 
merica! thisland of liberty where the {pirit of freedom 
glows with fuchardour.---Did not obftinate incontefti- 
blefaéts compel me, I could never believe that Britith 
‘Americans. would be guilty of fuch acrime----I mean 
that of the horrible flave-trade, carried on by numbers 
and tolerated by authority in this country. It is not 
my defign to enter largely into the arguments on this 
fubject ; all who agree to the general principles alrea- 
dy laid down, will join in pronouncing the African 
flave-trade a flagrant violation of the law of nature, of 
- the natural rights of mankind. What have the unhap- 
py Africans committed againft the inhabitants of the 

ritifh colonies and iflands in the Weft-Indies; to 
authorize us to feize them, or bribe them to feize one 
another, and tranfport them a thoufand leagues into a 
ftrange land, and enflave them for life? For life did 
~ I fay? From generation to generation to the end of 
time ! However the cruel bondage is fomewhat light- _ 
as ened 


Ea 4 
énéd in thefe northern. colonies, through the kindnety 
and lenity of the _ maftets----kindnefs and _lenity, 
4A. mean as far as thefe terms are applicable int 
the prefent cafe ; I fay; however the cruel bondage 


ef the poor Africans is fomewhat lightened a- 


‘mong us; if we would for a juft eftimate of the na- 
ture of the, flave trade we muft be acquainted | With 
-the method of procuring the flaves-----tranfporting’ 
-them, and their treatment in the Weft-Indies, to 
which, and the fouthern colonies a great part of them 
are tranfported, and where the nature of the flavé 
trade is confiftently difplayed. 


Wuen the Guinea traders arrive of that coaft if 
the trading natives are not already fupplied with a 
proper number of flaves, they go into the back fettle- 
ments and either by fecret ambuth, or open force, feize 
a fufficient number for their purpofe ;,in accomplith- 
‘ing which great numbers, many times are flain, and 
“whole towns laid in afhes. When taken they are 
driven like cattle to the flaughter, to the fea fhore, 
and fold to our Guinea traders, often for a fmall 
quantity of that foul and body deftroying liquor, rum; 
by which the groan natives are impofed upon, 
cheated, and difappointed,------The poor flayes are 
bound and thruft into the filthy holds of the fhips----. 
men, women, fathers, daughters, mothers, fons, with- 
out diftinétion ; where they are obliged to rot. together 
thro’ a long {ea paffage, which happily releives num- 


bers from more intolerable fufferings on the fhore.--- 


~ ‘Wuen they are arrived at the Weft-Indies they ‘are 
‘again expofed in the markets, and fold like beafts of 
burden ‘to the inhuman planters, by whofe’ cruglty 
many more of them perifh. It is fuppofed that out 

‘% of 


qnalified however with a large proportion of water, . 


bi 
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of near-af hundied thowfind which afe compared 
be tranfported from Affica annually, alnelt one 
third perih on the paflase and in feafortings afdtiofe 
unhappy numbers whole hard Jot it is to be deemed 
to longer flavery, ‘wear out their wretched Hives th 
mifery which wants ananie. ‘The Egyptian 4 
was’a ftate of libertyand eafe comipared with the cone 
dition of thefe unhappy fufferers; and for a trifling 
offence their barbarous mafters will feize and butcher 
them, with as little, and in many 2 pare ee 
‘ceremony or regret than you Would take away the life 
of one of your domeftic animals. Tt woutd be ana. 
front to your underftandings to enter.on along courfe 
of reafoning toprove the injuftice and cruelty of fucha 
‘trade as this, Let us for once put ourfélves in the pee 
of the unhappy Negroes. uppofe a numiber of fhips 
‘arrived from. Africa ata neighbouring {ea port to 
purchafe flaves, and:tranfport them to that diftant 
ae us ft - Baas coe pai thefe ps 
fands---put the ‘cafe. that.a prevailine party in the 
Auehbooring towns were fo iat to all Bite of public 
‘welfare and to the feelings of humanity as_ to accept 
their-bribes and join with them to effec. the ruitt of 
their fellow men. Let zbis be the i a town---ai 
even now while you are met to‘affert and éxercil 
‘that invaluable oerty which is the diftinguifhed glo- 
ry of Englifhmen, the honour and fafety of Conniec- 
‘ticuts in this diftined hour while your hearts plow 
‘with the love of liberty and exult in her poffeffion ; 
behold this houfe furrounded, whole atmies from thi 
neighbouring towns rufh on you, thofe who refift are 
at once overpowered by numbers and butchered, the 
furvivors, hufbands, wives, parents, children, breth- 
ren, filters, the ardent lover and his darling fair one, 
all'feized, bound and driven away to the neighbouring 
: . 1a~- 
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fea-port,where all. ranged. onthe fhore proftifcuoutly, | 
ig a manner that pity and modefty relent to name; _ 
you. are fold for a trifling fum, and fee your inhuman. 
‘purchafers rejoiceing in their fuecefs. But the time 
is come for a laft farewell; you are deftined to differnt 
thips bourd to different and far diftant coafts, go 
hufbands and wives, give and receive the laft em-. 
brace; parents bid a lafting adieu to your tender off- 
fpring. What can you fay? What do. to. comfort 
or advifethem? Their cafe and yours. admit not of 
confolation---go, mothers, weep out your forrows on 
the necks of your beloved daughters whom you have. 
nurfed with fo much care, and educated with fuch 
delicacy ; now they muft go to.a diftant clime, to 
attend the nod of an imperious miftrefs, covered with 
rags and filth (if covered at all) they mmuft defcend'to 
the moft fervile and intolerable drudgery, and every 
the leaft fymptom of uneafinefs at their hard ufuage, . 
meet the frowns and fufferthe mercilefs lafh of a cruel 
mafter.---But why ruminate on this ; behold the inhu- 
man monfters tear you from your laft embrace, bound 
in chains you are hurried to different ‘vefiels, croud- 
ed in their holds and tranfported away forever from 
the fight of all you love, to diftant cruel lands, to 
live and:die in flaveryand bondage,withoutthe fmall- 
eft hope of ever enjoying the fweets of liberty, or re+ 
vifiting your dearnative country, with this only con- © 
folation, that your fons and daughters are fuffering 
the fame cruel bondage, and that fyom you a race of 
abject flaves will, probably, be propagated down for 
hundreds of years! Such are the fweets of this beloved 
_Slave-trade! It is the fame to the unhappy fufferers 
now, that it would be to us if it was our own cafe ; 
and the reafons againft it are as ftrong and powerful 
as they would be then---in fhort the man that can de 
ils ; liberately 
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liberately attend to this fubje& and not feel the emo- 
tions of pity, or indignation, or’ both, appears to "be 
fank quite below the feelings of humanity ! Is it not. 
‘high time for this colony to wake up and put an‘ef- 
fectual ftop tothe cruel'bufinefs of ftealing’ and féll- 
ing our fellow men, fo far as it can be {topped by one 
province ? ee aa? , Nee : eet 


- Witx what a very ill grace can we plead for flave- 
ry when we are the tyrants, when we are engaged “in 
one wnited ftrugele for the enjoyment of liberty ; 
what inconfiftence and felf-contradi¢tion is this! Who 


can count us the true friends of liberty as long as we 


deal in, or publicly connive at flavery.--- 
¥ a. tee eS Re: 5 é £25 


Tue general aflembly of a neighbouring colony* 
Mop te Mg the: importation of Negro flaves un- 
a a large penalty, and have enacted that fuch flaves 
- Mhail_be tree as. foon as they fet foot on the fhore 
within the colony.» Can this Colony: want motives 
from reaion, juftice, religion, or public -fpirit; to fol- 
jowthe example? When, O when ‘hall the happy 
», day come, that Americans fhall be: con/ftently engaged 
“in the caufé of liberty, and afinal end be-put to the 
eruel favery af our-tellow men? ‘Then’ may. we-not 
expect that out liberties will-be eftablifhed on a laft- 

* we foundation and that Bririfh America and Englifh 


diberty will-fleusifh to the lateft poftericy }- - 


. Ue t ‘ . J r 

Inrerence 2. Jr civil liberty confifteth in ating 
freely and without conftraint or fear of punifhment 
for the public good, and fo, agreeable to the laws 
framed to promote and‘fecure it, and civil bondage 
or flavery is. the reverfe of this, We learn the im-. 

~ portance of intrufting thofe, and none but thefe, with 
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the guardianthip of our civil liberties‘ who are them: 


felves free, who are hot tinder the dominion of that 


fordid felfifhnefs and narrownefs of foul by which they 
will betray their country, our dear Country for a lit- 
tle private profit or horior to themfelves. i 


Men who know the worth of public liberty; 
and ‘are able and willing defenders of*it, be the con- 
fequences what they may to their private intereft, are 


x 


the only proper perfons to be rulers or reprefentatives 


of this free'and happy colony. “In fuch’ the votes of 


the freemen fhould unite, ‘without the leaft regard to 
party, initereft, or. any° private views, agreeable 
to the nature and folemnity of their oath, and as 
they value'their ineftimable liberties,and would dread 
to fall a helplefs prey to tyranny and oppreffion. 


INFERENCE 2 Ir it is of fuch importence that.we 


‘enjoy and fecure civil liberty, which refpects only. a . 


comparatively {mall circle of fociety which muft dif- 
band, at the lateft, with the clofe of fleeting. time 5. of 
what moment is it to us all, that we are the. fubjects 
of that fpiritual liberty, which unites us to, and in- 
terefts us in the good of the whole kingdom of God 
our Sayiour, and: which fhall laftforever!... 


Ir is a juft way of reafoning in the prefent cafe, 
from the lefs to the greater, e me fay then, witl 
what aftonifhment and abhorrence fhould we look on 
a perfon who chufes flayery and bondage under the 
moft cruel tyrant, with the certain profpect of. a 
fhameful, painful death, by the hand of the executi- 


oner, rather than all the fieets of Englifh liberty | 


Bur with what an unfpeakable greater madnefs is 
“he chargable who prefers the guilty flavery of # and 
Sete eo ata, 


2 


ties 


a, 


Lagan, to the gloriqus, perfect liberty of the children. 
of God! Yet how many make this fatal choice ! 
‘How many.too, whoare at. great.expence and trouble 
in the cafe of civil liberty and zealous affertors of it ! 
What felf-contradi¢tion and'inconfiftence is here! Is 
-not this to ftrain out a gnat and fwallow a cammel ? 
“Whar is Englifh ‘liberty? What is. American: frec- 
dom? When compared with the glorious liberty of 
‘the fons of God? And what is flavery under the 
groling yobs of oppieffion, to. the hard bondage of 
andfatan | Let the hitherto, willing, flaves.of fin 
and fatan then roufeup, there is now an opportunity to 
efcape frony bondage there is one come to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and the opening the pri- 
fon tothem whe are bound. Jefus Chrift the mighty 
king and Sayiour,the {fcourge of tyrants, and deftroy- 
cer of fin and fatan, the affertor, the giver and fup- 
porter of original, perfect freedom , he fets open your, 
. prifen doors, knocks off your chains, and calls you 
to come forth. Qh! What prifoner who will-not leap 
for joy atthe found of this jubilee trumpet, accept the 
pffered pardon, embrace the given freedom,----bid . . 
oe to flavery and bondage, and ftand “fa in the 
liberty wherewith Chrift makes his fubjects free. 
Here the moft perfeét liberty may be enjoyed... The 
exalted king feeks and fecuresthe public intereft , to 
ibis all the branches ef his good government and 
_ ‘wife adminiftration tend, and ‘in this they centre, for 
this joy which was fet before him, he came _tato 
our nature and world,and even endured the crofs and 
difpifed the fhame.---Afl the fubjeéts in this happy 
kingdom are united in the fame honourable caufe, to 
them their is neither Barbarian, Scythian, Greek, or 
Jew, bond or free, they are all one, in one caufe, and 
purfue it animated by one fpirit; they feel how song 
: : an 
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and pleafant it is for brethren to dwell together in uni- 
ty.---In vain fhall thé tyrant fatan vent his impotent 
rage againft thefe happy fons of liberty : be wife in: 
feafon then, bid adieu to the kingdom of darknefs, — 
the caufe of tyranny and oppreffion, inlift under the 
Captain of the Lords hoft, fight under his banner, 
you may be fure' of victory, and liberty fhall be your 
lafting reward, for whom the fon maketh free thalt 
be free indeed. 
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